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D A Y S

DINNER
DEVOS
ONCE PER DAY
5 MINUTES PER DAY
START THE FAMILY DISCUSSION

Day 1

Matthew 2:1-12

Wise Men From Afar
After Jesus had been born in Bethlehem, wise men (also called Magi [MAJ-eye]) from a far country traveled
to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the newborn King of the Jews? We saw His star in the East and have come
to worship Him.” When King Herod—who ruled Judea—heard this, he became worried. He quickly called
together the chief priests and teachers of the Law and asked them where their King was to be born. “In
Bethlehem,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet wrote: ‘Out of you, Bethlehem, will come a ruler who
will be a Shepherd for My people Israel.’” Then Herod called the wise men to a secret meeting and asked
them when exactly they had first seen the star.
What made the Magi follow the bright star?
What do you think made this group of wise men leave their homes to travel —possibly for as long as two years!— in
the hope of finding a baby? And even if they did find that baby, how could they be sure that he was the one who
would become a great king? These men had spent their lives studying and learning everything they could about the
world, its people, and the ways of God. God had put a seed of expectation in their hearts—a hope that a mighty
ruler would be born in their lifetime. Then one night, while looking at the stars, they saw it—a light, brighter than any
star they had ever seen. They realized that this was the sign they had been waiting for, the sign of the Mighty King.
Then the star started to move across the sky, and by faith they followed it, trusting that it would lead them to the
newborn King. Jesus, the bright morning star, is our hope as He leads us to God. We can only find true joy when we,
like the wise men, decide to follow Jesus the Light of the world.
What does it mean to have hope?
What is faith?
Why do you think God values these things?
(To learn more what the Bible says about faith and hope, look at Hebrews 11, especially verse 1, and also at 1
Corinthians 13, especially verse 13.)
Verse for today
“And we have the word of the prophets … and you will do well to pay attention to it, as to a light shining in a dark place,
until the day dawns and the morning star rises in your hearts.” 2 Peter 1:19

Day 2

Matthew 2:9-12

Gifts for the King
After the wise men had gone to King Herod to find out about the newborn king, the star they had first seen in the
East went on ahead of them. The wise men’s discouragement turned to great joy when they saw the star
leading them to Bethlehem and stopping over the place where Jesus was. They came to the house and
found the small child with His mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped Him. Then they opened
their treasures and gave Him gifts of gold, incense and myrrh. Later, God warned them in a dream not to
go back to Herod to tell him about the child. So they returned to their country by another way.
Why did the Magi give Jesus such strange gifts?
If you were looking for a suitable gift for a toddler, you would probably go to a toy store or perhaps the kiddies section
of a clothing store. Because you can’t really ask a baby what it would like, you would have to choose something you
thought was suitable.
What sort of gift might you choose to give a special little boy?
Let’s see why the wise men’s gifts were probably the best gifts they could have given to Jesus.
• Gold is a fitting gift for a king. Gold reminds us that Jesus is the King of kings.
• Incense was used in the Temple (the church of Jewish people). The sweet smell of incense reminds us that our
prayers and worship are like a sweet smell to the Lord.
• Myrrh is a spice that was used when someone died. This might seem like the strangest gift of all, but it reminds
us that Jesus came to earth to die for our sins (see John 3:16 and John 19:39-40).
Gold, incense, and myrrh were special, very valuable, items back then. The wise men brought them to honor Jesus as
a King, not because he was such a cute baby. What the wise men probably didn’t know is that their gifts were
prophetic, or pointing to important things about who Jesus is and what would happen to him. If you would like to give
Jesus a gift, let Him have yourself—just as you are. You are His favorite gift of all.
Why would Jesus like to have you as a gift? What could He do with someone like you? (If you aren’t sure
how to answer this question, think about the things you enjoy, that you’re good at, what interests you—how
could God use those things in you if you asked Him what to do with them?)
Verse for today
"You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they
were created and have their being." Revelation 4:11

Day 3

Matthew 2:13-23

Escape to Egypt
When the wise men had left, an angel of the Lord warned Joseph in a dream that little Jesus was in danger,
to leave Bethlehem and flee to Egypt. So Joseph and Mary left the town of Bethlehem during the night and
headed for Egypt with Jesus. When Herod realized that he had been tricked by the wise men—who didn’t
come back to tell him where the baby was—he was furious. Herod ordered his soldiers to kill every single little
boy under two years old in and around Bethlehem. Meanwhile, Joseph and Mary stayed in Egypt, where they
lived in safety until Herod died. Then they returned to Judah, to the town of Nazareth where Jesus grew up.
Why was King Herod so afraid of a baby?
The wise men went to King Herod to find out about a newborn king, thinking that he was the most likely to know.
Meanwhile, Herod must have wondered if he had missed something. How had these wise men from the East found
out about this king while he knew nothing about Him? Why hadn’t anyone told him? Herod had not been chosen by
the Jews to be their king. The Romans who had conquered the country put Herod in charge. When he heard that a
Jewish king had been born, he became jealous and he was afraid. Herod’s selfish attitude took away his peace. He
became so afraid that someone would take his throne that he ordered all those innocent babies killed. Herod’s
attitude was so different from that of the wise men, wasn’t it? They left with hearts full of peace and joy; Herod’s
heart was full of anger and fear. But Jesus had not come to take Herod’s throne; Jesus wanted his heart.
Tell about a time that you were jealous, angry, or afraid, and decided to pray to Jesus about it. How did He
help you change your attitude?
Verse for today
Jesus said, "My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, my servants would fight to prevent my arrest by the Jews. But
now my kingdom is from another place." John 18:36

Day 4

Luke 2:41-50

Jesus Was a Child
When Jesus was twelve years old, Mary and Joseph took Him to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover
Feast, as they had done every year. When the feast was over, his parents returned home with a group of
relatives and friends. They had traveled for a whole day before they realized that Jesus was not with the other
children, as they thought. Mary and Joseph returned to Jerusalem, and three days later they found Jesus
sitting with the teachers in the Temple, listening to them and asking them questions.
Did Jesus need to learn about God and the Scriptures?
This is a mystery we cannot understand: that while Jesus was on earth, He was completely human and completely
God. From the time He was born until He went back to His Father in heaven, He was the only person to live a
completely sinless life. Jesus grew from a tiny baby to a young boy, and from a teenager to a young man. He had to
learn things just as you do. As a toddler, He learned to walk; as a boy, He learned to play with the other kids; as a
teenager He learned to help His dad. He learned to read and write and get along with those who were mean. Nothing
was easier for Jesus just because He is the Son of God.
Tell about something that has been hard for you to learn. How did it make you feel?
If Jesus had to learn that same thing, and it was hard for Him too, but there was NOTHING bad about how He
reacted to it…what do you think that might have looked like?
Although the Bible doesn’t tell us much about the childhood of Jesus, we know that at the age of twelve, He knew
enough about the Scriptures to be able to talk to the leaders in the Temple about the things of God. Even though by
this time, Jesus knew that He was the Son of God (verse 49), it would seem that He didn’t know everything, because
He listened carefully to the teachers and asked them many questions. Never think that you are too young to
understand things about God. And if you are not quite sure about something or you would like to find out more, ask
questions like Jesus did!
Verse for today
“And Jesus grew in wisdom and in stature, and in favor with God and men.” Luke 2:52

Day 5

Mark 1:1-8

A Preacher With Camelhair Clothes?
When the time came for Jesus to start His ministry, the Holy Spirit led His cousin John to the desert. John lived
on locusts (those are really big grasshoppers!) and wild honey, and he wore clothing made of camels’ hair.
Crowds went out to the desert to hear John preach the word of the Lord. John told the people to turn from their
sins so they would be forgiven. Those who owned up to their sin and asked God for forgiveness, he baptized in
the Jordan River. He said to them, “There is someone coming after me who is more powerful than I am—
someone whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.”
Why did John go live in the desert?
You may have heard people say that they can see and feel God by getting close to nature. The peaceful mood of
the beautiful countryside can help us feel close to God. However, this is not because God lives in the things He
created, but because the wonders of nature can help us to see how awesome God is.
Tell about a time that going outside helped you calm down and notice something wonderful about the way
God made the world.
Although a desert (or wilderness) may not be your idea of a beautiful surrounding, at least it is quiet out there. You
might think that the desert is a strange place to preach to people, but here are possible reasons why John went
there:
1. He preached in the desert because that’s the way God said it would be (Isaiah 40:3-5).
2. John wanted to get away from the noise and busyness of the city to hear God’s voice
clearly in his heart and mind.
3. It was a good place for the people to hear John’s message. Because they had walked so far to get there, you
could be pretty sure they wanted to hear what John had to say, and they weren’t likely to leave the moment John
said something they didn’t agree with.
Have you ever listened to someone talking about God outside—maybe at summer camp, or during an outdoor
concert? Have you ever spent some time by yourself outside to have a conversation with God? How did you
“talk” with Him?
Verse for today
"See, I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way before me.” Malachi 3:1a

Day 6

Matthew 3:13-17
Jesus Is Baptized

While John was preaching and baptizing people in the Jordan River, Jesus came from His hometown of
Nazareth to be baptized as well. But John said, “You should baptize me, yet You are wanting me to baptize
You?” Jesus replied, “Do what I have asked, for I must do everything that is right.” Then John baptized Jesus.
As Jesus came up out of the water, heaven was opened, and the Spirit of God came down on Jesus like a
dove. And a voice said from heaven, “This is my Son whom I love and with whom I am very pleased.”
Why did Jesus ask to be baptized?
By being baptized, people show that they have asked God to forgive their sins and have decided to live a life that is
pleasing to God. John baptized the people by dipping them under the water (in this case, in the Jordan River). It is
easy to see why John thought it wasn’t right for him, an ordinary man, to baptize Jesus, who is sinless. Because
Jesus had never sinned, He didn’t need to repent for His sin and be baptized. Yet, this was the start of Jesus’
ministry and He wanted to obey the Law of God in every way—even if it meant doing what was expected of sinners.
Three years later, on the cross, Jesus took our sin on Himself. Although He was perfect, He died in our place as if He
had done wrong. From then on, the Law (the written rules of God) that shows we are sinners was fulfilled (kept) by
Jesus. When we ask Jesus into our hearts, His Spirit comes to live in us. God looks at us and sees His perfect Son,
and it is as if we have kept every part of the Law as well (Romans 8:1-4). Jesus kept the Law for us because we
can’t do it ourselves. God sees the perfect Jesus in us, and it means we can be friends with God forever. (Hebrews
10:12, 14).
A more common name for the Law is the Ten Commandments. You will find them in Deuteronomy chapter 5, but here
is a simple version:
1. Love God more than you love anything else.
2. Do not say God’s name carelessly. His name is to be used with love and respect.
3. Honor the Lord by resting on the seventh day of the week, because God rested from His work on the seventh (last)
day of creation.
4. Love and respect your father and your mother.
5. Never hurt anyone.
6. Always be faithful to your husband or wife.
7. Don’t take anything that isn’t yours.
8. Do not lie.
9. Do not be jealous of your neighbor’s family.
10. Do not be jealous of anything your neighbor has.
Looking at this list, how have you already broken the Law—even as a little, little kid?! We break these rules in
both little and big ways, and even the littlest mess-up means we’re not perfect. But guess what? Jesus takes
care of ALL of it for us. He has done everything He can to make a way for us to be friends again. Wow!
Verse for today
"Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”
Matthew 5:17

Day 7

Matthew 4:1,18-22

“Follow Me”
After Jesus was baptized, the Holy Spirit led Him into the desert, where He fasted (didn’t eat anything) and
prayed for forty days! His body must have been pretty hungry, don’t you think? At the end of those 40 days, when His
body was at its weakest, the devil came and tempted Jesus to do what He wanted (like maybe turn those desert
rocks into loaves of bread), rather than what God wanted. Jesus used Scripture to make the right choice—
He never sinned. Afterward (and after a good supper, I’m sure) Jesus began preaching to the people, telling
them that the kingdom of heaven is near. As Jesus walked beside the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers
fishing, Simon Peter and his brother Andrew. Jesus said to them, “Come follow Me, and I will make you
fishers of men.” And they followed Him. Later, Jesus saw two other fishermen, James and John, and called
them too. Immediately, they left their boat and also followed Him.
Did the disciples know what it would cost to follow Jesus?
When people join a team or a club, they usually want to know what’s in it for them. If they put effort or money into
something, they usually expect something back, whether it is having fun, being honored, or getting a reward. When
the time came for Jesus to begin His ministry, He started choosing a team of helpers. These first disciples had no
idea what lay ahead—and they didn’t ask. Jesus simply said, “Follow Me,” and they followed. They didn’t know for
how long, where they would sleep, or what they were expected to do. Even though they hadn’t known Jesus for long,
they saw something in Him that helped them trust Him. They trusted Jesus enough to leave everything behind and
follow Him—empty handed. When Jesus calls you to follow Him—trust Him! Then you will also become a ‘fisher of
men’ by bringing other people to Him.
What actions or qualities might those men have seen in Jesus that helped them to trust that Jesus was not
just a good guy to have as a friend, but someone worth giving up everything to work for?
Verse for today
Jesus replied, "Foxes have holes and birds of the air have nests, but the Son of Man has no place to lay his head."
Luke 9:58

Day 8

John 2:1-11

Jesus’ First Miracle
While Jesus was in a town called Cana, He was invited to a wedding, together with Andrew and His other
disciples. During the celebrations the wine ran out, so Mary the mother of Jesus said to Him, “They have no
more wine!” Jesus replied, “Why are you telling me? My time has not yet come.” Later, Jesus told the
servants to fill six big jars with water. So the servants filled the jars to the brim. Then Jesus said, “Now scoop
some out and take it to the master of the feast.” The servants did as they were told, and when the master of
the feast tasted the water, it had been turned to wine. And he said, “People usually serve the best wine first,
but you have kept the best wine till now.”
Why did Jesus choose to turn water into wine?
A singer is always careful when choosing the opening song for a concert because it gets people to sit up and focus
on what is to come. We don’t know if Jesus had planned this miracle before the wedding, or whether the Spirit led
Him while He was there. We do know that He wasn’t going to be rushed into something that wasn’t God’s will (vs. 4).
We might think that His first miracle would somehow show that He, the Son of God, had come to save the world.
Imagine if it were your job to save the world. What kind of miracle might you do first to show people who
you were?
By choosing to do such a “small” miracle, what do you think Jesus might have wanted the people to know
about who He was?
Jesus chose to do a miracle that simply helped someone out of an embarrassing situation. Although Jesus had come
to save the world, He had also come to live with people. Jesus wanted to show that everyone is important to Him,
and that He is interested in every detail of our lives. Jesus took water, used for everyday things like washing dirty
feet, and used it to bless people. As we allow Jesus to take complete control of our lives, He takes our ordinary,
everyday situations and uses them to bless us and others.
Verse for today
So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. 1 Corinthians 10:31

Day 9

John 3:1-8

Born of the Spirit
There was a man whose name was Nicodemus [NICK-uh-DEE-mus]. He belonged to a group called the
Pharisees—religious leaders who often cared more about their own rules than they did about people’s hearts.
They did not believe the things Jesus taught and were jealous because many people had started to follow
Him. Nicodemus came to Jesus one night (because he was afraid of being seen by the other Pharisees).
“Master,” he said to Jesus, “we know that you are a teacher from God who does miracles.” Jesus said to him,
“I tell you the truth: no one can become part of God’s Kingdom unless he is born again.” “How can an old
man be born again?” Nicodemus asked. “Can his mother give birth to him a second time?” Jesus replied, “No
one can come to God unless he is born of water and the Spirit.”
Can I be born twice?
It is obvious that you have been born once. The proof is that you are alive. However, you can be born a second time
—and this time the choice is up to you!
1. The first birth: When you were born into a family as a tiny baby, you became part of your family and took on the
family name (your last name).
2. The second birth: When you become a child of God, you are born into His family and take on Christ’s name—
you become a Christian (Christ’s one).
To be born again you must believe in Jesus, ask Him to save you, and trust Him to give you new life. The proof that
you have become His child is that the Holy Spirit comes to live in you. You won’t feel Him inside you, but from that
moment on, He will start changing your heart and help you to follow God’s ways (1 John 3:24).
If you have already been born again and become a Christian, tell about how that happened.
What is a way that you have noticed the Holy Spirit changing your heart and helping you follow God’s ways?
Verse for today
We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin; the one who was born of God keeps him safe, and the evil
one cannot harm him. 1 John 5:18

Day 10

John 3:9-21

The Savior of the World
Nicodemus was a respected leader and teacher who studied spiritual things, but he could not understand the
truths Jesus told him about. So Jesus explained it this way; “Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert to
bring healing to those who looked up at it, so God’s Son must be lifted up (on a cross) to bring healing to the
world. God loved the world so much that He gave His one and only Son, that everyone who believes in Him
would not die but have a new life that never ends. For God did not send His Son to earth to judge and to
punish, but in order that the world might be saved through Him.”
Did Jesus come to save our planet?
God, who created the world and everything on it, carefully watches every tiny part of His creation and keeps things
going. He wants us to do our bit too by looking after our little part of this huge planet. We should care for animals and
birds and plants, and be careful not to litter or waste. However, when it says that God loved the world and sent Jesus
to save it (verse 16-17), it doesn’t mean that He sent Jesus to save this round planet we live on. The word “world”
means all the people living on earth—the Africans, the Americans, the Asians, the Australians, the Europeans, and
everyone else living on the different continents of the world. The Bible tells us that the earth will come to an end one
day when God finally destroys it (2 Peter 3:10-12), but people’s spirits live either with Him or apart from Him forever
(1 Corinthians 15:35-58, Daniel 12:2).
If God loves all people, everywhere, how might that change the ways we think about people?
Have you ever chosen to treat someone the way Jesus might have treated them, even though you didn’t want
to? If so, share that story.
Verse for today
But in keeping with his promise we are looking forward to a new heaven and a new earth, the home of righteousness.
2 Peter 3:13

Day 11

John 4:1-14

Living Water
When Jesus and His disciples left Judea and headed back to Galilee, they had to go through the countryside of
Samaria. At midday, Jesus rested at a well while His disciples went off to buy some food for lunch in the small
town. While they were gone, a woman came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?”
The woman was surprised that Jesus spoke to her because He was a Jew, and she was a Samaritan
(Samaritans were hated by Jews). “Why do you ask me for a drink?” Jesus said, “If you knew about the gift
of God and who can give you this gift, you would have asked Him and He would have given you Living Water.”
“Where would you get this Living Water?” she asked. “Everyone who drinks of this water [from the well] will
be thirsty again,” Jesus replied, “but everyone who drinks of the water I give him will never be thirsty again!”
Can one drink Living Water?
Have you ever been really thirsty—so thirsty that your tongue feels completely dry?
God created each person with a spirit that is ‘thirsty’ to know Him and that longs to have a relationship with Him
(see Psalm 42:1). Only Jesus can take away that thirst by giving us Living Water: the Holy Spirit who comes to live in
us. Some people, like the woman at the well, try to satisfy their thirst for God in ways that aren’t right, and so their
spirits stay thirsty. When Jesus told the woman about the life-giving water He gives, she wondered whether this water
was like the water she drew from the well every day. But the Living Water Jesus spoke of is not the water one pours
into a glass; it is the unseen Spirit He pours into our lives (Acts 2:17).
What is something you are thirsty to know about God? Have you noticed the Holy Spirit beginning to teach
you about it?
Verse for today
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.” Matthew 5:6

Day 12

John 4:19-26

True Worshipers
As the woman at the well spoke to Jesus she realized that He knew a lot about spiritual things. She thought
He was a prophet, so she started talking about the difference between the place where the Samaritans
worshiped and the place where the Jews worshiped, for she knew that Jesus was a Jew. But Jesus said, “A
time is coming when the place for worship will no longer be important. For God is Spirit, and those who
worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth.” The woman said, “I know that the Messiah will come, and
when He comes, He will explain everything to us.” Jesus replied, “I am He” [the Messiah].
How do I worship in spirit and truth?
Can a person go to church, sing praise songs, put money in the offering basket, say a prayer—and still not love God?
Yes, even someone whose heart is cold toward God can do things that look like worship but are just meaningless
actions. Worship is not what we do; it is an attitude of the heart. That’s why Jesus said that true worshipers
worship in spirit and in truth. Those who want to worship God in a meaningful way must worship Him from their hearts
(in spirit), with open honesty (in truth). True worship comes from our love and respect for God. The Bible says; “Love
the Lord your God with all your heart, all your soul, and all your mind.” In other words, we should love God with every
part of us. We should also be respectful in our worship, remembering that God is holy and powerful. And as we come
before the One who created us and who saved us, we should remember that our lives are not in our own hands, but
in God’s powerful hands because we belong to Him (1 Corinthians 6:19-20).
Can you think of some words from a worship song you like? You might know it from church on Sunday
mornings or from the radio. What do those words mean to you?
How do they make you feel toward God?
Verse for today
Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness. Psalm 29:2

Day 13

Matthew 8:5-15

Jesus Heals the Sick
When Jesus got to the town of Capernaum [cu-PURR-num], a Roman officer came up to Him and begged
for help. “Sir, my servant is sick at home and cannot move.” “I will go and make him well,” Jesus said. But
the officer stopped Jesus. “I do not deserve to have You come into my house. Just give the order and my
servant will be well again.” When Jesus heard this, He said to the people around Him, “I have never found
anyone in Israel with faith like this!” Then Jesus turned to the officer and said, “Go home, and you will find your
servant well.” Later, when Jesus arrived at Peter’s home, He found Peter’s mother-in-law sick in bed with a
fever. Jesus touched her hand and the fever left her. Then she got up and started to make them dinner!
Think about this story, and also go re-read Hebrews 11:1. A few days ago you talked about what faith means.
What was it about this man’s faith, do you think, that Jesus was so glad to see?
Can my faith make someone else well?
The Bible says that when we ask God for something, we must believe in order to receive what we have asked for
(Matthew 21:22). But what if a person is so sick that he cannot pray? Will God answer the prayer of a friend who
prays for the sick person? Yes! Asking God to do something for a friend is as easy as asking your mom to give your
friend a ride home from school. But what if God “doesn’t answer your prayer”? This is another bit of a mystery. God
always hears our prayers, but He doesn’t always answer them the way we want Him to. He promises us this, though:
that He will never leave us or forsake us (Deuteronomy 31:6). We can trust that God is good, and that He knows the
whole picture when we only know a little part of it. Our prayers might bring an obvious answer, or they might change
something in a way we never find out about or expect. But when we love God and trust Him with our prayers, we can
be sure that He is working!
Have you ever prayed for something specific and seen God do it, just the way you asked?
Have you ever prayed for something and God answered it in a different way than you expected?
Verse for today
Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a
righteous man is powerful and effective. James 5:16

Day 14

Luke 5:1-11

“Because You Say So!”
One day, Jesus stood on the shore of Lake Gennesaret and spoke to a crowd that had come to listen to Him.
The people started to push in so close to Jesus that He got into Peter’s boat and asked Peter to push the boat a
little way out on the water. When Jesus had finished speaking to the people, He said to Simon Peter, “Push the
boat out into the deep water and let down your fishing nets.” “Master, we have worked hard all night,” Peter
answered, “and we haven’t caught a thing! Yet, because You say so, I will let down my nets.” So Simon Peter
and his fellow fishermen went out again. They let down their nets— and as they did, they caught so many fish
that their nets started to break. Others came to help, and their boats almost sank with all the fish!
Does Jesus know and understand my world?
Peter realized that Jesus knew the Scriptures and had the power to heal; but Jesus grew up in the home of a
carpenter in Nazareth—and Nazareth was not a fishing village! When it came to fishing, Peter knew everything there
was to know—and this was definitely not the time to fish! After a whole night of fishing, Peter had some doubts about
the good of letting the nets out again. But he obeyed Jesus. Do you sometimes feel that Jesus doesn’t understand
your world, your frustrations and your longings? Just as Jesus showed that He knew more about fishing than Peter
did, He also knows more about your world than you can imagine. When no one else seems to understand all the
things going on in your life, why not talk to Jesus and trust Him to do something special in your world? He, the Master
of the Universe, has complete control!
Are you a person who appreciates having someone tell you what to do and how, or are you a person who
likes to do it his own way?
Have you ever known what God wanted you to do and not wanted to do it— but you chose to obey God
anyway? What happened?
Verse for today
“For by Him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or
rulers or authorities; all things were created by Him and for Him.” Colossians 1:16

Day 15

Luke 5:12-16

Jesus Touches a Man’s Life
While Jesus was in one of the towns, He met a man with a bad skin disease called leprosy all over his body.
When the man saw Jesus, he went down on his knees, and with his face to the ground begged Jesus to
cure him. “If you are willing,” he said, “You can make me clean.” Jesus reached out and touched the man. “I
am willing,” Jesus said. “Be clean!” The disease immediately left him and his skin became pure and healthy again.
Although Jesus told him not to tell anyone about the healing, the news of what had happened spread all over.
Many came to hear Jesus and be healed by Him.
Why did Jesus reach out and touch the diseased man?
Although being sick is never fun, what makes up for it in some way is the special care we get from those who look
after us. But that’s not the way it was for this leper. Everyone avoided him, as they did all those with the deadly
disease. No one looked after him. No one touched him or even came close to him for fear that they too would get
sick. It wasn’t his fault that he had leprosy, yet he suffered the pain of his dreadful illness, and the pain of being all
alone. The man desperately needed healing and wanted to be cured of his leprosy, but he also longed for a friend
—someone who wouldn’t be afraid to reach out and touch him. When Jesus heals, He doesn’t only get rid of the
sickness, He becomes a friend. Jesus changes the lives of people by touching their hearts with His love. Jesus also
heals the sickness of sin and makes our hearts new, so we can become more and more like Him.
I’ve never seen a person with leprosy. Have you? But there are other reasons we might want to stay away
from someone or even be mean to them. What are some reasons you have seen or experienced that people
want to stay away from someone?
What are some ideas you have for being a friend to someone who doesn’t have friends? How do you think
they might feel if you did that?
Verse for today
Praise the LORD, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits--who forgives all your sins and heals all your diseases. Psalm
103:2-3

Day 16

Luke 5:17-26

Sharing and Caring Friends
One day, while Jesus was teaching in someone’s home, a group of men came along carrying a paralyzed
man on a sleeping mat. Because of the crowd that had gathered, they couldn’t get into the house, so they went
up onto the roof and lifted off some roof tiles. Then they lowered their friend down on his mat with ropes. When
Jesus saw him, He said, “Your sins are forgiven.” Some of those watching got upset and whispered, “How
can this man forgive sins? Only God can forgive sins.” But Jesus knew what they were thinking, and to prove
that He had the power to forgive sins, He told the man to pick up his bed and go home. And guess what: the
man was healed!
How can sharing change someone’s life?
Have you recently invited a friend to your home and had your room look like a disaster zone by the end of the day?
And when your friend left, you had to clean up the mess! The person at whose house Jesus taught might have
thought how nice it would be to have Jesus visit him in his own home. He had probably not imagined that a crowd of
people was about to take over his house, or that someone would rip open his roof! Just imagine the mess after
everyone had left. Yet, one crippled man walked out of his house that day— healed, forgiven, and changed forever!
Wouldn’t you say it was worth it? You may never know how wonderfully God is able to use your kind acts to
change someone’s life. Be encouraged! Jesus sees when you have to clean up after everyone has left. The time and
effort you spend to bless others will not go unnoticed!
Can you think of a time that someone was kind to you—especially if it was completely unexpected? Tell that
story.
Tell about a kind thing you have done. What happened, and how did it make you feel?
Verse for today
But when you give … do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret.
Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you. Matthew 6:3-4

Day 17

Luke 5:27-32

Who Needs a Doctor?
After Jesus left the home where He healed the paralyzed man, He met a tax collector sitting in his small office.
Tax collectors were known for charging people more money than they owed and keeping the extra for themselves. They got rich
by making other people poor. But Jesus said to him, “Follow me.” So the man, Matthew, got up, left everything
and followed Jesus. Later, Matthew held a big feast at his house for his friends and fellow tax collectors, and
invited Jesus as his special guest. Some teachers of the Law complained to the disciples that Jesus spent His
time with bad people who didn’t deserve it (like Matthew). But Jesus answered them, “People who are well
don’t need a doctor, but those who are sick do. I have not come for those who (think they) are good enough, but for
sinners who want to turn from their sins.”
Does Jesus only want good people in His kingdom?
Did you know that everyone is a sinner—even the person who never seems to do a single thing wrong? (Romans
3:10-12). Lots of people think they will get to heaven because they are not as bad as others. They don’t realize that
even the ‘smallest’ sin stains their heart as much as if they had broken every one of God’s rules (James 2:10).
Remember the Ten Commandments? No matter what they do or how hard they try, they cannot heal themselves or
get rid of that stain. Jesus is the only One who can cure the deadly disease of sin; He is the doctor of our souls.
Jesus came to earth to invite all people to come to Him. He chooses sinners like us to become part of His kingdom.
Jesus forgives all those who come to Him for healing. Then He makes us good (righteous) by placing His
goodness into our hearts.
If everybody has sinned, why do you think Jesus spent more time with people who knew they had messed
up, rather than with people who thought they were following all the rules?
Verse for today
For the Son of Man came to seek and to save what was lost. Luke 19:10

Day 18

Matthew 5:1-10

“Blessed Are …”
While Jesus was in Galilee, He took Peter and the other disciples up onto a hill and said to them:
“Blessed are those who rely on God completely, for they will become part of God’s
heavenly kingdom.
Blessed are those who are sad, for in their sadness they will experience the loving comfort of God the Father.
Blessed are those who are humble and gentle, for they will receive what God has promised.
Blessed are those who long to do what God wants, for God will fill them with His Spirit.
Blessed are those who show mercy and are quick to forgive, for God will be merciful to them.
Blessed are those whose hearts are pure, for they will see God and live with Him.
Blessed are peacemakers who spread the peace of God to others, for they will be called the children of God.
Blessed are those who are treated harshly because they love God, for happy days are waiting for them in
heaven.”
Those sentences above are together called the “Beatitudes” [bee-AT-i-toods], which is a word that means
“blessed.” They are part of a longer sermon that Jesus preached from that hilltop that we call “the sermon on
the mount.”
What is a peacemaker?
When the angels told the shepherds about the birth of Jesus, they said, “Glory to God in the highest, and peace on
earth to those with whom He is pleased” Luke 2:14. Jesus came to bring peace on earth and we, as His children, are
peacemakers. Being a peacemaker is more than stopping a fight at school or yelling at your friends to quit arguing.
To be a peacemaker, we need to spend time with God so that His peace can fill our hearts. When we have peace in
our hearts, our words of kindness and wisdom can bring peace to troubled situations around us.
Pray together for those who need God’s peace in their lives. There might be situations in your own heart and
your own family that need God’s peace. I am sure you know some other people that could use more of God’s
peace. And all over the world, there are hard and sometimes terrible things happening that have people
begging for peace.
Peace in your heart.
Peace in your home.
Peace for the people you know.
Peace for people you don’t know.
Verse for today
Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. Ephesians 4:3

Day 19

Matthew 5:13-16

Salt and Light
Peter and the other disciples sat listening to Jesus as He taught them things they had never heard before.
Jesus said to them, “You are like salt here on earth! But if you live like those who don’t love God, you will be
like salt that has lost its flavor and become worthless. You are the light of the world! Just as a city on a hill cannot
be hidden at night, so the light of your good deeds will shine for all to see. Don’t hide your light, but let it shine all
around so that everyone will praise your heavenly Father for the good deeds you do.”
How can I become salt?
Becoming salt has nothing to do with Lot’s wife who turned into a pillar of salt because she disobeyed God (see
Genesis 19 for that story). In fact, it is only by obeying God that you become salt. As you allow God to use you, you
become the salt of the earth. That doesn’t mean you will suddenly taste salty, but rather, that you will make as much
difference to the lives of those around you as a tiny bit of salt makes to a plate of tasteless food. As salt is sprinkled
over food to flavor it, so God has spread believers across the world to flavor it with love. To check whether you have
become salt, answer the following questions.
Do you:
• keep your friends from doing wrong?
• pray for those around you?
• tell others about Jesus or invite them to church?
• encourage those who feel down?
If you have said yes to one or more of the questions above, YOU ARE SALT!
Verse for today
Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone.
Colossians 4:6

Day 20

Matthew 5:21-26

Peter Learns About Anger
Jesus continued to teach His disciples about how to live a life that is pleasing to God. This is what He said
about anger: “You all know that if a person murders someone, he will be judged. But now I tell you that even if a
person is angry with his brother, or calls someone a fool, he is in danger of being judged.” Then Jesus told
them, “If you are about to offer a gift to God and you suddenly remember that a friend has something
against you, first go sort out the problem with your friend, then offer your gift to God.”
Is it okay to be angry?
God has created us with all the emotions we feel. Yet, unlike the emotions of happiness and love, anger seems like a
bad emotion. You can, however, use your anger in a positive way. For example, you may be angry because the boy
next door keeps kicking their dog. If your anger gets you to do something to stop that happening, you have used your
anger in a positive way. The Bible doesn’t tell us not to be angry, but it does say that we must not let our
anger cause us to sin. Showing your anger by breaking things, swearing, or hurting someone, is wrong. On the
other hand, when you become angry because someone has wronged you, don’t push your anger deep down inside.
Rather…
• Speak to the person who made you angry and tell him or her how you feel and why you feel that way.
• Forgive the person who hurt or disappointed you.
• Fill your mind with good things. Make something, read a book, draw a picture, start a collection, or play with your
pet.
Whatever you do, don’t go to bed with anger burning inside you: it will spoil the start of a beautiful new day in the
morning.
One way for us to get angry quickly is feeling that something done to us wasn’t fair, right? It is very easy for
us to see when we haven’t been treated well. But have you ever noticed when someone else wasn’t treated
fairly? Did it make you angry? How might that cause you to use your anger in a good way?
Verse for today
"In your anger do not sin; do not let the sun go down while you are still angry.” Ephesians 4:26

Day 21

Matthew 6:5-15

Jesus Teaches About Prayer
Jesus was teaching His disciples the things they needed to know to be good followers. He showed them
how to live a godly life in the real world. Then Jesus taught them how to talk to God, saying, “This is how
you should pray: “Our Father in heaven, we honor and glorify Your Name. May Your Kingdom come, and may
Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Please give us the food we need for today.
Forgive us for all the wrongs we have done, just as we forgive those who have hurt us in some way.
Do not lead us into temptation, but keep us from the power of the evil one; for the kingdom and power and glory
are Yours forever and ever. Amen.”
Is the ‘Lord’s Prayer’ an example of the perfect prayer?
Jesus prayed this prayer to teach His disciples the sort of things they should pray about. His prayer is also an
example of the order in which we should pray about things. Jesus began His prayer by worshiping God, then He
prayed for other things. However, just because Jesus prayed this prayer, it doesn’t mean that it is the only prayer we
should pray. Although it is the best example of a prayer, God wants us to talk to Him personally and not just repeat
words without thinking about what we’re saying. The relationship between friends grows stronger as they chat and
get to know each other. You would not just say the same things over and over to your friend. In the same way, God
wants to hear the words and feelings that come from your heart—and to God, that’s what makes your prayer the
perfect prayer.
One common way to help us remember the different parts of prayer is to think of ACTS, which means:
A—adoration, or worship. Praising God for who He is.
C—confession. Admitting to Him what we have done or thought that is wrong, and asking His forgiveness.
T—thanksgiving. Thanking God for His many good gifts to us.
S—supplication. This is a big word for asking Him for what we need or want.
Practice praying like this together.
Verse for today
“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in mind, be alert and always keep
on praying for all the saints.” Ephesians 6:18

Day 22

Matthew 7:1-6

“Do Not Judge!”
Jesus and the disciples were spending some time alone on a hillside. As the disciples sat there listening, Jesus
taught them truths about God’s kingdom. “Do not judge others, or you will be judged,” Jesus said. “For God
will judge you in the same way that you judge others. Why do you get upset about the tiny speck of sawdust in
your brother’s eye, when you have a plank in your own eye? First take the plank out of your own eye, then you
will be able to see clearly to take the speck out of your brother’s eye.”
Should we correct someone who has a bad habit?
Jesus said that we should not judge others, because in God’s eyes, we are all sinners and do not have the right to
judge. So how can we keep our friends from doing things that are wrong if we never say anything to them about their
faults? Sometimes, we need to make someone aware of a bad habit, but we should always be careful how we do it.
Pointing out faults:
• is discouraging;
• causes relationships to break down;
• focuses only on failure and weaknesses.
Coming alongside to gently guide someone:
• makes the person aware of a problem in a sensitive way;
• offers understanding and support;
• gives hope for the future.
Pray for friends who have a bad habit. Show them what the Bible says about the right and wrong way to live, and set
a good example for them to follow. Remember, you are not the judge—the Lord will take care of that.
Let’s be honest: it is easy to see what is wrong with other people. But you know what they say: the things
that bother us most about other people are usually the same things that bother us the most about ourselves.
Think of something that really bugs you about another person (be kind—maybe don’t talk about that person
by name).
Now, can you think of how that same thing might be a problem in you? How might you ask the Holy Spirit
for help in fixing that problem you have?
Verse for today
“Therefore judge nothing before the appointed time; wait till the Lord comes. He will bring to light what is hidden in darkness
and will expose the motives of men's hearts.” 1 Corinthians 4:5a

Day 23

Luke 7:18-23

“Are You the One?”
King Herod had put John the Baptist in prison. While John was in prison, some of his followers went to tell
him about the miracles Jesus was doing. Then John sent them to ask Jesus if He was really the One sent from
God, or if they should expect someone else. When John’s messengers found Jesus, they asked Him, “Are
you really the One whom the prophet spoke about, or should we keep on looking for someone else?” Jesus
answered them, “Go back and tell John what you have seen and heard. The blind can see, the lame can
walk, the deaf can hear, those who have leprosy are cured, and even the dead are raised to life. And tell him
how even the poor have heard the Good News of God’s love. How happy are those who have no doubts
about me.”
Is it a sin to doubt?
Everyone has doubts. If you were absolutely certain about everything, you would never need to exercise your faith.
Without doubt there is no need for faith. Doubts that help us look for answers can lead to faith when we look for the
answers in the right place—the Bible. Doubts that get us to disobey or take our eyes off Jesus, lead to sin. The Bible
says that the person who keeps on doubting is like a wave that is tossed about by the wind (James 1:6). John was in
prison. He wasn’t able to see the miracles that Jesus was doing. He may also have wondered why Jesus didn’t do a
miracle to get him out. But John did something about the doubts that were troubling him. He sent his followers to find
out the truth from Jesus.
The words of this song talk about Jesus being able to handle our doubts:
In my wrestling and in my doubts
In my failures You won't walk out…
In the silence, You won't let go
In the questions, Your truth will hold.
Your great love will lead me through—
You are the peace in my troubled sea!
-Lighthouse, by Rend Collective
Don’t be afraid to ask questions. When we start with believing that Jesus is the truth, He will lead us to real
answers. Is there something you have been told about God that you have trouble believing?
Verse for today
“Jesus said, ‘… Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.’” John 20:29b

Day 24

Luke 8:4-8, Matthew 13:18-23

Scattered Seed
Wherever Jesus went, from one town to the next, people kept coming to hear what He had to say. A large crowd
had gathered around Him, so Jesus told the people a story to help them understand how the Word of God
works in the hearts of different people. “One day, a farmer went to sow seed. As he scattered the seed,
some fell on the path where it was stepped on, and where birds ate it. Some seed fell on rocky ground.
When the seeds sprouted, the plants dried up because the soil was hard and dry. Other seed landed among the
weeds, which grew with the small plants and choked them. But some seed fell on good, fertile soil and grew
into a large crop which gave a hundred times more seed than was planted.”
Can a seed really grow in someone’s heart?
Have you ever planted seeds for grass or flowers or vegetables? Did all the seeds grow? What did you notice
about the dirt the seeds were planted in compared to how well the seeds grew?
The seed that Jesus spoke of is the Word of God. God’s Word reaches the hearts of people as they hear it or as
they read the Bible. The soil is compared to the heart of a person. When God’s Word touches a person’s heart, it
grows as the person thinks about it, understands it, believes it and then does what it says.
•
•
•
•

Some people don’t want to hear the Word of God and they harden their hearts so that the seed cannot even start
to grow.
Some people hear the words of Jesus and believe for a while, but when times of difficulty and testing come, they
give up.
Some people listen to the Word, but the worries, riches, and pleasures of life make them forget what they heard.
But some people hear the Word and do what it says. They have a good heart where the words of Life grow and
multiply!

Have you ever heard a Bible verse that didn’t make sense to you at first, but you learned what it meant and it
suddenly made lots of sense? How did that feel? Helping us understand what the Bible means is one of the
Holy Spirit’s jobs!
Verse for today
“No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning,
because he has been born of God.” 1 John 3:9

Day 25

Luke 8:22-25

Jesus Calms the Storm
One day, Jesus got into a boat with His disciples and said to them, “Let’s cross to the other side of the lake.”
So they set out, and as they sailed, Jesus fell asleep. While He was sleeping, a storm with strong blowing
winds started. Waves crashed over the sides of the boat, and it began filling up with water. The disciples were
afraid and woke Jesus up, saying, “Master, Master, we’re going to drown!” Jesus got up and said to the wind
and waves, “Be calm!” At once, the wind died down and the big waves flattened out. Then Jesus said to His
disciples, “Where is your faith?” But the disciples didn’t answer because they were amazed and afraid in a new
way. They said to one another, “Who is this man that even the wind and the waves listen to Him?”
Can Jesus calm stormy emotions too?
Emotions are feelings caused by things that happen around us or things that happen to us. Some situations can
make us feel peaceful and happy; others make us feel sad, embarrassed, angry or afraid. On a day with no wind, a
sailing boat goes nowhere. A boat needs some wind to take it from one point to another. But wild storms can cause a
boat to be tossed around like a cork. At times you may feel as though you are in a storm because of something that
has upset you. It may be a problem at school, or maybe there are changes happening in your life. Jesus can calm the
helpless feeling of being tossed about by waves of trouble! Although your situation may not change straight away,
Jesus can bring peace to the stormy feelings in your heart. The disciples had Jesus in their boat—if you have
asked Jesus into your heart, He’s right here with you! Knowing that He is with you can help you get to the other side
more easily.
Have you ever seen waves tossed about by the wind, or water stirred up by a storm? How about water that
is calm and peaceful? They give you different feelings, don’t they?
Can you think of something that made you feel tossed around and stirred up inside? Have you had the
experience yet of asking God how He feels about that situation, of finding out what He wants you to do—and
you begin to feel calm and peaceful like the still waters? Tell about it.
Verse for today
“And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
“Philippians 4:7

Day 26

Mark 6:7-13

Disciples Go Out In Pairs
Jesus called His twelve disciples together and told them to go out in pairs to do God’s work. He said to
them, “Don’t take anything for the journey except a walking stick. Don’t take money or food. Wear sandals,
but don’t take extra clothes. When you get to a home where people welcome you, stay with them until you leave
that town. If you get to a town where people don’t listen to you or welcome you, leave the town. Don’t even let
the dust of that town stick to your shoes.” So the disciples went out and preached the message they had
heard from Jesus. They commanded evil spirits to come out of people, and they healed many who were sick.
Why is it good to do things as a team?
We don’t know who went with Peter, but whoever went out with him must have had a great experience! The Lord
knew that Peter would probably need someone responsible who would think things through—and perhaps stop him
from doing something silly. When we work together in pairs or teams, it isn’t long before we realize that, in some
ways, we are quite different. Each of us has certain strengths (things we are good at), and some weaknesses. By
working in a team, we learn new ways of doing things by watching others do things they are good at. There are many
advantages when we work together; here are just a few:
• We can encourage one another when things get tough.
• We learn to pray for each other’s needs.
• We get things done that we couldn’t do alone.
• We can laugh together (and have lots of fun).
In the book Anne of Green Gables, Anne describes taking care of twins. She says, “One is one and two is ten.”
What do you think she is saying about the amount of work it is taking care of one person versus two people?
It’s true: when you put people together, you always get MORE! More fun, more mischief, more work done, more
arguing, more love… Tell about a time that you were with another person and the result was more of a good
thing.
Verse for today
“Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But
woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him up!” Ecclesiastes 4:9-10

Day 27

Mark 6:30-31, John 6:1-13

Jesus Feeds a Great Crowd
The disciples, who had gone out to teach and preach, returned to Jesus very excited and told Him all that
had happened. Jesus said to His disciples, “Come with Me to a quiet place and get some rest.” They got into a
boat and crossed the Sea of Galilee to get away from the crowd. But when the people saw them, they ran
around the lake and met them on the other side. Jesus went up a hill and sat down with his disciples. When
He looked up and saw the great crowd coming toward Him, He asked, “Where will we get enough food to feed
all these people?” Peter’s brother Andrew said, “There is a boy here with five small loaves of bread and two
fish.” Jesus took the loaves and fish and gave thanks to God. Then He broke the loaves and gave the pieces
to the disciples to hand to the people. After this, He divided the two fish in the same way. When everyone had
eaten enough, Jesus said to His disciples, “Let nothing be wasted. Gather up the food that is left.” When they
had collected all the leftovers, they had twelve baskets full!
What did Jesus teach us about wasting and littering?
If Jesus could feed more than five thousand people from one boy’s lunch, He could have made as much food as He
wanted, whenever He wanted. Yet Jesus did not use His power to make loads of delicious food for Himself and His
friends. In fact, one day while walking through a field, His disciples were so hungry that they ate kernels of grain that
they plucked off as they walked (Luke 6:1). Jesus showed us that we should...
• not always want the best or most expensive things;
• not waste or throw away what others can use;
• not litter the countryside (or any other place);
• be grateful for what we have and give thanks to God.
This is part of a thing called good stewardship, which is a job that God has given to people since our beginning
in the Garden of Eden. It means to use and protect something in a way that shows it is worth taking care of.
What are some ways that you and your family are good stewards of what you have?
How could you be a better steward?
Verse for today
“Jesus said, ‘I am the bread of life.’” John 6:48

Day 28

Matthew 14:22-23

“Come, Peter!”
After Jesus had fed the crowd, He told the disciples to get into the boat and head back across the lake.
Meanwhile, Jesus went up the hill to pray. When evening came, Jesus was alone. By this time His disciples
were far out on the lake and a strong wind was tossing their boat around on the waves. Very early the
following morning, while it was still dark, Jesus walked out to them ON the water! When the disciples saw
someone walking towards them in the middle of the lake, they were very scared. But Jesus called out,
“Don’t worry, it’s Me!” Peter called back, “If it is really You, Lord, tell me to walk to You on the water.”
“Come!” Jesus replied. So Peter got out of the boat and walked to Jesus on the water. But when Peter looked
around and saw the wind and waves, he was afraid and started to sink. At once, Jesus reached out his hand and
caught Peter. “You of little faith,” Jesus said, “why did you doubt?” Then they got into the boat and the storm
died down.
Why did Jesus let Peter sink?
Peter wanted to step out of the boat and walk to Jesus: this showed his courage. Peter asked Jesus about getting out
of the boat: this showed his wisdom. Peter hopped over the side of the boat and walked out to Jesus: this showed his
obedience. Jesus is the One who created the laws of nature, and He can change those laws whenever He wants.
And so, while Peter kept looking at Jesus, his faith was strong and he walked on the water. Why, then, did Peter start
to sink? Peter got distracted by the waves. He looked at the waves and his sudden fear swamped His faith. Without
faith, Peter was affected by the laws of nature, which made him sink like a stone. Remember: even if your faith is
weak, Jesus is always there, and He will hold on to you!
There is a joke about questions your teacher asks in Sunday School: ‘the answer is always Jesus.’ That isn’t
true in Sunday School—but in a lot of ways, it is true about life. No matter how complicated our situations,
we will always move in the right direction when we look to Jesus for the answers. But it’s hard, right? What
are some things that distract you from paying attention to Jesus?
What ideas do you have to help you pay better attention to Him?
Verse for today
“When I am afraid, I will put my trust in you.” Psalm 56:3

Day 29

Matthew 16:13-20

Peter Gets It Right
One day, Jesus asked His disciples an important question: “Who do people say that I am?” His disciples
answered, “Some say You are John the Baptist, others say You are Elijah. Then there are those who say
that You are Jeremiah or some other prophet.” “What about you?” Jesus asked. “Who do you say I am?”
Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” “You are blessed, Peter,” Jesus said.
“This truth was not shown to you by a person, but by the Father in heaven. You are Peter, and on this rock I will
build my church; and not even the evil of hell itself will be able to stand against it.”
Was Jesus a prophet?
If you heard someone say that Jesus was just a good man, or that He was a prophet, would you agree?
We know that Jesus was good. In fact, He was sinless! But was Jesus a prophet? A prophet is someone who hears a
message directly from God and tells people what God said. Old Testament prophets often did miracles and told of
things that would happen in the future. When something did happen as they said it would, it showed that their
message was truly from God. In some ways, Jesus was a prophet. He spoke the Word of God, He did many
miracles, and He told us of things that would happen in the future. However, Jesus was not just a prophet. He is the
Son of God! All the other prophets died and were buried: Jesus lives forever and sits at the right side of God the
Father.
Remember how Jesus said, “This truth was not revealed to you by a person, but by the Father in heaven”?
Spend some time praying together now, thanking God for the ways He has shown you who He is. Then ask
Him to “keep up the good work,” helping you understand new things about Him as you grow in Him.
Verse for today
“In the past God spoke to our forefathers through the prophets at many times and in various ways, but in these last
days he has spoken to us by his Son…” Hebrews 1:1-2

Day 30

Matthew 17:1-13, Luke 9:32

Peter’s Amazing Experience
Jesus went up a high mountain with Peter, James and John to be alone to pray. While they were on the
mountain, a change came over Jesus: His face shone like the sun and His clothes were dazzling white. Just then,
Moses and Elijah appeared and started talking to Jesus. Peter, who had dozed off, woke up and blurted out,
“Lord, it is so wonderful to be here! I can make three shelters: one for You, one for Moses, and one for
Elijah.” While Peter was still speaking, a shining cloud came over them, and a voice said, “This is my own
dear Son with whom I am pleased—listen to Him!” The terrified disciples fell with their faces to the ground, but
Jesus touched them saying, “Don’t be afraid.”
How did Jesus make His face shine?
On a rainy day, when the sky is a misty gray, we say that the sun isn’t shining (because we can’t see it). Yet if we
could rise above the clouds, we would see that the sun is shining, and has never stopped shining. Jesus has never
stopped shining either! From before time began, the brightness of His holiness has been shining, and will carry on
shining forever. His light is so bright that we won’t even need the sun to give us light in heaven. “There will be no
more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the Lord God will give them light”
Revelation 22:5. Just as we suddenly see the sun beams shine through a break in the clouds, the three disciples
were allowed to see the glory of Jesus for a short while. As the rays of light streamed from His body, they saw the
glory of His holiness. Jesus didn’t have to do anything to shine: He IS the Light of the world (John 8:12). And as we
become more and more like Jesus, we start reflecting more and more of His glorious light (2 Corinthians 3:18).
Do you know why the moon shines?
The moon is a rock that doesn’t make light by itself, but it reflects the light of the sun. The sun is a star, and
actually makes its own light—and it’s so much light that just about everything we know works the way it
does because of its light! In the same way, people that love Jesus reflect His qualities to the people around
them. What are some of Jesus’s qualities that you can reflect to the people around you?
Verse for today
“The LORD make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you.” Numbers 6:25

